SRI PARASARA BHATTA D 59

Whatever aspect of the Lord the poet describes, the
beautiful surroundings of Srirangam situated on the banks
of the river Kaveri and the serpent-bed of the Lord
never escape his notice. He repeats the words Kaveri,
Srirangam and Bhogmdra (phaniraf) often times in this
hymn.

In the subsequent verse which is again composed
in the S/khanm-meti^, Parasara wonders as to when
he is going to absolve himself of his sins, by plunging
into the holy waters of the Kaveri and stay on its banks
covered by dense gardens capable of removing all fatigue
physical and mental.

"When am I going to worship the Lord of Srirangam
reclining on Adisesa possessed of lotus eyes, a
repository of auspicious qualities who is adorning
the holy bank of the river?"

Again here the poet grieves that he is away from
his beloved Kaveri, its sand-banks, its beautiful and cool
gardens and above all the Lord presiding over the whole
area.

The fifth sloka which is set in the Mandakranta-mQtre
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exclusively describes the glory of the town of Srirangam
which is the abode of the Lord. It is surrounded by
the Kaveri which always flows full to the brim, inundating
the areca trees neck-deep, the water itself being tasty
and oily. The birds of the town repeat out of joy the
Vedic texts being chanted by the devotees. Another
important feature is that those who walk in the streets
of Srirangam pluck as ft were moksa with their hands
as they pass along. The poet draws one here to the
traditional belief that those who stay at Srirangam or
at least sleep one night there attain liberation.